Wedding Ceremony 

GROOM and Bride 

Date
Welcome

Friends, we have been invited here today to share with GROOM and Bride in a most important time in their lives. GROOM and Bride want to thank you for sharing this special day with them. Those of you, who have had the pleasure of spending some time with GROOM and Bride, have seen for yourselves that they possess a very rare and wonderful love. In the time they have been together their love for and understanding of each other has grown and matured. Now, they have decided to live their lives together as husband and wife. We are here today to celebrate their love and to participate in this most joyous occasion.

Who is giving this woman to be joined to this man? 
(My Mom) I do.
Rose Gift to Mothers

Marilyn: This wedding is also a celebration of family. It is the blending of two families, separate up to this moment, but united from this day forward—blending their different traditions, strengthening the family tree. Parents plant so that their children may harvest. Mothers cry when their children hurt, and welcome pain and burden to give their sons and daughters the gift of life. 

GROOM and Bride wish to honor this blending of the families by presenting a rose to their mothers—to thank their parents for the many selfless sacrifices they have made and for their unconditional love so freely given to their children. 

GROOM and Bride exchange hugs with her parents and present a rose to her mother. 

GROOM and Bride exchange hugs with his parents and present a rose to his mother. 

GROOM and Bride, the relationship that you have nourished together stands for love that will blossom and grow with each passing day. Before you knew love, you were friends, and, it was from this seed of friendship that has grown your destiny. Marriage is the clasping of hands, the blending of hearts, the union of two lives as one, and most important the beginnings of a new family. To make your relationship work will take love. This is the core of your marriage and why you are here today. It will take trust, to know in your hearts that you truly want the best for each other. It will take dedication, to stay open and honest with one another. And it will take commitment, to hold true to the journey you both promised today to share together. A good relationship is based on trust, respect, faithfulness and the ability to forgive. A lasting marriage is based on all of these, bound together by your love. 


Hand Ceremony

Bride, please face GROOM, and hold his hands, 
palms up, so you may see the gift that they are to you. 

These are the hands of your best friend—young and strong and vibrant with love—that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life. 

These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams. 
 
These are the hands that look so large and strong, yet can be so tender and gentle. 

These are the hands that will work long hours to provide for you

These are that hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. 

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy 

These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when fear or grief wrack your mind. 

These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes: eyes that are filled completely with his overwhelming love and desire for you. 

GROOM, please hold Bride’s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you.

 These are the hands of your best friend—smooth, young and carefree—that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life. 
 
These are the hands that will massage tension from you neck and back in the evenings after you’ve both had a long hard day. 

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times 

These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving. 

They are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. 

These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together as a team, everything you wish for can be realized. 

Marilyn: Shall we pray. God, bless these hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another. Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the dark of disillusionment. Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their wondrous love. Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace, rich in caring, and devoted in reaching for your perfection. May GROOM and Bride see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter, and guide. We ask this in your name. Amen.


As we stand by the ocean, may your love always be as constant and unchanging as these never-ending waves that break flowing from the depths of the sea. Your love came softly upon each others hearts just as the foam breaks softly upon this beach and just as there will never be a morning without the ocean's flow may there never be a day without your love for each other. Pledge yourselves to each other this day and promise to be as faithful, unchanging and dependable as the tide. As these waters nourish the earth and sustain life, may your constant love nourish you until the end of time. 

Vows


GROOM and Bride, we gather here today to witness the happiness you found in each other. You stand before us to declare your love for each other and to share with us your marriage promises. 


Do you, GROOM, choose Bride to be your wife, and promise her as your partner and best friend to share your life openly with her, to speak truthfully and lovingly to her, to accept her fully as she is and delight in who she is becoming, to respect her uniqueness, encourage her fulfillment, and commit to her a lifetime of continued love, trust and friendship? 


GROOM:  I do. 

Do you, Bride, choose GROOM to be your husband, and promise him as your partner and best friend to share your life openly with him, to speak truthfully and lovingly to him, to accept him fully as he is and delight in who he is becoming, to respect his uniqueness, encourage his fulfillment, and commit to him a lifetime of continued love, trust and friendship?

Bride:  I do 

GROOM, please repeat after me as you enter into the covenant of marriage; 


I, GROOM, take you Bride, to be my wife./ You are my companion in life/ and my one true love./ I will cherish our friendship/ and love you today, tomorrow, and forever./ I will trust and honor you./ I will laugh and cry with you./ With unfailing love/ I will stand by you/ through the best and the worst/, through the difficult and the easy./ Whatever may come,/ I will always be there./ As I have given you my hand to hold/ so I give you my life to keep/—so help me God.

Bride, please repeat after me as you enter into the covenant of marriage; 


I, Bride, take you, GROOM, to be my husband./ You are my companion in life/ and my one true love./ I will treasure our friendship/ and love you today, tomorrow, and forever./ I will trust and honor you./ I will laugh and cry with you./ With unfailing love/ I will stand by you/ through the best and the worst,/ through the difficult and the easy./ Whatever may come,/ I will always be there./ As I have given you my hand to hold,/ so I give you my life to keep/—so help me God.

Ring Ceremony

A ring is a fitting symbol to represent the convent you are making today, GROOM and Bride. Not only are these made out of the finest metals reminding you of the purity of you relationship, but they are also a circle—a line unending reminding you that your love, devotion, and commitment to one another are to be unending. 


GROOM, please place this ring on Bride’s ring finger and say to her:

I give you this ring in token of my devotion and love/ and with my heart/ I promise to you all that I am/ and all that I will become. / With this ring/ I marry you/ and join my life to yours.

Bride, please place this ring on GROOM’s ring finger and say to him:

I give you this ring/ in token of my devotion and love; / and with my heart, / I promise to you all that I am/ and all that I will become. / With this ring, / I marry you/ and join my life to yours.

Sand Ceremony

Groom and Bride, you have just sealed your relationship by the giving and receiving of rings and the exchange of vows. This moment will now be symbolized through the pouring of these individual vessels of sand that represent each member of this new union and their unique individuality, into one vase that shall forever serve as a reminder of the new family that has been born here today. Each individual bottle contains a color that alone is beautiful, but when combined with the other colors it will depict the belief that together they can become much more than each could alone. 

(Marilyn pours sand first) 

"This first layer represents Christ as the foundation of your marriage. To build a strong family it is imperative that it be supported by a strong foundation"

The next layer represents family ~ Bride, and GROOM, will each pour their individual colors together to represent the joining of their individual lives as one family. While each color will still maintain its own identity they will also blend and mix, complimenting each other, bringing out hues and shades of each that were unnoticeable before. 

"The top layer represents the inseparable union of Bride and GROOM. Bride and GROOM, now pour your remaining sand into the vase together to represent the joining of your two individual lives into this one union of marriage." 

When you look at this vase now and see the many configurations and the merging of the three colors, you will notice that each grain of sand maintains its own space, never losing itself, but blending together to support the structure of the combination, just as it shall be with your family. Just as these grains of sand now can never be separated so shall your marriage and family be.

Closing

GROOM and Bride, if there is anything you remember of this marriage ceremony, may it be the love that brought you here today. It is only love that can make it a glorious union, and by love which your marriage shall endure. Today your separate lives with your individual memories, desires and hopes merge into one. You are now taking into your care and keeping the happiness of the one person in the entire world whom you love above all others. You are adding to your life not only the affection of each other, but also the companionship and blessing of a deep trust as well. You are agreeing to share strength, responsibilities, and to share love. May you both be a blessing and comfort to each other, sharers of each other’s dreams, consolers of each other’s sorrows, helpers to each other in all of life’s challenges. May you encourage each other in whatever you set out to achieve. May you trust each other—trust life and be unafraid. May your marriage bring you all the exquisite excitements a marriage should bring, and may life grant you patience, tolerance, and understanding.

Pronouncement

GROOM and Bride you have expressed your love to one another through the commitment and promises you have just made. It is with these in mind that I pronounce you husband and wife.

GROOM, you may kiss your bride.

Ladies and Gentlemen, may I present to you Mr. and Mrs. GROOM and Bride XXXX.
